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BLIA, DC held its bi-weekly book study session for the 2015’s spring
season at 7 pm on June 19th, at the Montgomery County Council
Building in Rockville, Maryland. This session was once again led by
the Venerable Chueh Shan from IBPS, North Carolina, who has been
driving, every other week, all the way from North Carolina to help the
people in the Washington metropolitan area learn about Buddhism.
Led by many venerables from IBPS, NC, during two seasons every
year, our group has spent the last several years studying «The
Diamond Sutra» . It was concluded in last week’s book session. To
continue our learning, we have all committed to the next several
years’ study of «The Lotus Sutra» , again luckily with guidance from
venerables of IBPS, NC.

To prepare for the fall season classes, Venerable Chueh Shan used
this season’s last class to give us a systematic introduction to <«The
Lotus Sutra» . Just like the Sanskrit meaning of the title - “white
lotus flower”, this sutra teaches laymen the ways to be enlightened,
just like lotus flower grows from muddy environments, aka, our
complex world.



The textbook we will use is «The Teachings of The Lotus Sutra» ,
written by Venerable Tai Xu, who is renowned within the Buddhist
community for his deep understanding of the Buddha’s teachings and
his work to propagate this wisdom to the common man. His writings
date to the 20th century, and he strived to create a world of
“Buddhism for Human Life” on this earth.

Since «The Lotus Sutra» belongs to the Mahayana branch,
Venerable Chueh Shan also spent some time explaining the
development of Buddhism, from Early Buddhism, to Sectarian
Buddhism, to Mahayana Buddhism, to Vajrayana Buddhism. Since
Venerable Kumarajiva translated this sutra into Chinese in the time of
the Six Dynasties,Venerable Chueh Shan also shared several
interesting stories about his life.

After learning so many intriguing facts about <«The Lotus Sutra» , we
cannot wait to delve into the details of this sutra in the near future.
We are all very appreciative of this opportunity to gain wisdom from
the close study of this renowned sutra.



