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BLIA, DC held its bi-weekly book study session for the 2015’s spring
season at 7 pm on April 8, at the Rockville Memorial Library in Rockuville,
Maryland. This session was once again led by the Venerable Chueh Shan
from IBPS, NC, who continued to guide us through Chapter 28 of the <The
Diamond Sutra> - the chapter on altruism.

In order to appreciate the full meaning of this chapter, Venerable Chueh
Shan first explained that in Buddhism, “endurance” has three levels:
“endurance of life/people”, “endurance of the external world”, and
“endurance of no-production and no-destruction”. The first level,
“endurance of life/people”, teaches us not to be influenced by any praise,
ridicule, abuse, disrespect, gains, losses, pleasures, and displeasures from
others. The second level, “endurance of the external world”, means to live
with equanimity and take no preferences of all worldly conditions - not to
seek comfort or aggressively avoid pain or physical discontent. The last
level of “endurance” is the “endurance of no-production and no-
destruction”. This points out the true “egolessness” and “selflessness” in
giving. Two types of Bodhisattvas are discussed in this chapter: those that
still have a sense of self and those who do not. Those that are able to



discard any desire for reward or praise have reached the highest level of
"endurance”.

Even amongst Bodhisattvas there are those that still hold on to their sense
of self when giving. The desire to be rewarded after performing an act of
kindness or generosity develops in us from a young age and seems
natural. There is nothing so terrible about this in and of itself; however it is
something that we must strive to overcome.
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