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BLIA, DC held its bi-weekly book study session for the 2015’s spring
season at 7 pm on May 22nd, at the Montgomery County Council Building
Meeting Room in Rockville, Maryland. This session was once again led
by the Venerable Chueh Shan from IBPS, North Carolina, who continued
to guide us through Chapter 31 of the «The Diamond Sutra» - the
chapter on “Transcending Conventional Wisdom.”

Venerable Chueh Shan explained that in this chapter, the Buddha used
‘no egoism * no attachment - establishment of clear mindedness’ to
conclude his teachings of the «The Diamond Sutra® . We need to
recognize that notions and opinions of oneself, other selves, living
beings, or a universal self, do no exist and are erroneous. We must
understand that all appearances of things are merely ideas and symbols
we use to interpret the phenomena we perceive. However, we cannot
understand the sublime creation that comes from vast emptiness with
those simple ideas that our minds generate, for it is beyond thought

or description.

Venerable Chueh Shan explained that therefore the teachings of the
Buddha are akin to an illustrated book, used to help us comprehend
something more. The pictures and words are mere representations of the
truths he wishes us to realize for ourselves.



For the layperson, the easiest way to start is with the six senses
that surround us and for the most part define what we think of life,
reality, and the world. If we are able to start with the six senses,

we are able to eradicate dukkha or the cause of our suffering on this
earth.

The journey of the practice of Buddhism is to first hear the four

noble truths and recognize their wisdom. The second stage is to strive
to apply this newfound knowledge to our everyday lives. The third
stage is attainment or enlightenment. The Venerable wishes us to make
a commitment to achieving “bodhi mind” or start living out lives with
the goal of a bodhisattva; to help every living thing in the universe
achieve enlightenment by studying the wisdom of Buddhism.



